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Thank you for your letter of 2 July about the proposed new regional hospital for
children and women. | welcome your notification of the Motion passed by the
Council at its meeting on 1 July in support of this very important project.

My Department did not receive adequate funding in the current budget allocation. In
that context | recently commissioned a Review of Capital Priorities over the next 10
years. Trusts have submitted initial lists of prioritised projects and meetings are
ongoing to agree those priorities to inform a report on the Review in September. As |
have stated previously | am actively considering all medium to longer-term strategic
investment proposals, including the regional hospitals for women and children.

Depaitmental officials have been working closely with the Belfast Trust to finalise
proposals for the new hospital. The Trust is currently finalising the business case for
submission to my Department for assessment. In the context of the Review of
Capital Pricrities and capital allocation over the next 10 years the Trust will consider
in the revised business case phased options for the proposed development including
the possibility of advance site clearance and enabling works. Only when the
business case has been submitted and scrutinised can a decision on funding and
timing of the project be taken. A decision on this project will of course need to be
taken alongside decisions on other competing capital investment priorities.

| hope you find this helpful and | thank the Council for its interest in this project.
M-/‘ S,

Michael McGimpsey MLA
Minister for Health, Social Services and Public Safety
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